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ALUMNI ARTISTS SERIES 
THE CHICAGO CHAMBER MUSICIANS 
Larry Combs, clarinet 
Gail Williams '73, horn 
Joseph Genualdi, violin 
Jasmin Lin, violin 
Rami Solomonow, viola 
Chris Costanza, violoncello 





Quartet in E-flat, Op. 74 ("Harp") Ludwig van Beethoven 
(1770-1827) 
Poco adagio; Allegro 
Adagio ma non troppo 
Presto 
Allegretto con variazioni 
INTERMISSION 
Quintet for Clarinet and Strings, Op. 115 
Allegro 
Adagio 
Andantino - Presto non assai, ma con sentimento 
Con moto 
Ford Hall 





Larry Combs enjoys a musical career that spans over four decades. 
Previously a member of the orchestras of New Orleans and Montreal, 
Mr. Combs joined the Chicago Symphony Orchestra in 1978. He has 
since appeared as soloist with the orchestra numerous times in 
performances of Mozart, Debussy, Corigliano, Brahms, Berio and 
Copland. An avid chamber musician as well, Combs is a follllding 
member of the Chicago Chamber Musicians and has appeared in recent 
seasons with the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center and the 
Smithsonian Chamber Ensemble. He has recorded as soloist and 
chamber musician rn the Erato, Sony, Cedille, Crystal, and Summit 
labels. In 1994, Combs and an ensemble comprising Daniel Barenboim 
and members of the orchestras of Chicago and Berlin received the 
Grammy award for Best Chamber Music Performance for their 
interpretation of the chamber music of Mozart and Beethoven. 
Gail Williams '73 is an internationally recognized hornist and brass 
pedagogue. She has presented concerts, master classes, recitals, and 
lectures throughout North America, as well as in Europe and Asia. 
After 20 years with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Ms. Williams is 
in demand as a soloist, chamber musician, and recording artist. She is 
currently principal horn of the Grand Teton Music Festival Orchestra 
and has recently performed oo a number of prestigious chamber music 
series. She is a founding member of The Chicago Chamber Musicians as 
well as Summit Brass, an ensemble with which she has made eight 
recordings. 
In addition to her recordings with Summit Brass, Ms. Williams can be 
heard oo her three solo recordings, two of which are available m 
Summit Records. The recordings feature compositions by Ludwig van 
Beethoven, John Mc Cabe, Jan Koetsier, Dana Wilson, and also works 
for horn and percussion by Alec Wilder and Charles Taylor. The Deep 
Rembering CD-a collaboration with Mary Ann Covert, Ithaca College 
professor emerita of piano--was released this summer. 
Following her studies at Ithaca College with John Covert, Ms. 
Williams earned a Master of Music degree at Northwestern University. 
She is the horn professor at Northwestern University, where she has 
been m the faculty since 1989. Ms. Williams's awards include the 
Ithaca College Outstanding Young Alumni Award and an honorary 
doctorate of music, also from Ithaca College. 
Hailed as one of Chicago's civic treasures by the Chicago Tribune, the 
Chicago String Quartet (CSQ) has quickly established a solid 
reputation for vibrant musicianship, warmth of tone and wide stylistic 
range. Founded in 1995, the CSQ, Joseph Genualdi and Jasmine Lin, 
violins; Rami Solomonow, viola; and Christopher Costanza, cello, is 
recognized as one of Chicago's leading chamber ensembles and has come 
into national recognition as one of America's premier quartets. The 
members of the CSQ are on the faculty of the DePaul University School 
of Music, and the CSQ is the resident string quartet of both the Chicago 
Chamber Musicians and the Taos School of Music in New Mexico, where 
it spends six weeks coaching chamber music and performing each 
summer. 
The Chicago String Quartet performs frequently in the Chicago area 
and tours extensively, performing in such places as New York City; 
Philadelphia; the British Virgin Islands; Tucson and Sedona, Arizona; 
and Taos, New Mexico. Guest artists of the CSQ have included Gil 
Shaham, violin; Edgar Meyer, bass; Menahem Pressler, piano; Michael 
Tree, viola; James Dunham, viola; Alex Klein, oboe; Robert McDonald, 
piano; Scott St. John, viola; and the Vermeer Quartet. This coming 
season, the CSQ will travel to California, Massachusetts, Arizona, 
New York, Rhode Island, and Washington, DC, to name just a few. The 
CSQ presents an annual four concert series in Chicago sponsored by the 
Chicago Chamber Musicians and funded by the Elizabeth F. Cheney 
Foundation and DePaul University. Highlights of the CSQ's 2001-2002 
Chicago series include collaborations with violinist Midori, pianists 
Robert McDonald and Menahem Pressler, violist Michael Tree, and 
mezzo-soprano Susanne Mentzer. 
The members of The Chicago String Quartet combine experience from 
the Marlboro Music Festival, The Curtis Institute, New England 
Conservatory, Yale University, and Rubin Academy of Music in Tel 
Aviv, and have been prizewinners in the Naumburg, Paganini, and 
Evian International Competitions, and the Young Concert Artists 
International Auditions. The CSQ is frequently heard en National 
Public Radio broadcasts nationwide, as well as on Chicago's WFMT. In 
March 2001, WFMT hosted a "Chicago String Quartet Day," and 
several times each season the quartet performs live on-air recitals at 
the station. Additionally, the CSQ counts among its many projects and 
activities a strong commitment to educational and outreach 
performances in the Chicago area and throughout the country. 
The Chicago String Quartet holds a special interest in the performance 
of new compositions. The quartet commissioned Richard Wilson's 
String Quartet No. 4 and presented its world premiere at New York 
City's 92nd Street Yin 1997. The following year the CSQ commissioned 
George Perle's String Quartet No. 9, Brief Encounters, premiered the 
work in Chicago, and gave the New York premiere of the work in 1999 
at the 92nd Street Y. 
Upcoming Chicago String Quartet CD releases include: Richard 
Wilson's string quartets Nos. 3 and 4; George Perle's string quartets Nos. 
5 and 9 and viola quintet (with Baird Dodge, viola); and Mozart's 
clarinet quintet, horn quintet, and oboe quartet (with Larry Combs, 
clarinet; Gail Williams, horn; Michael Henoch, oboe). 
Violinist Joseph Genualdi, a founding member, has performed 
extensively throughout North America and Europe annually for the 
past twenty seasons. He has performed at the Marlboro, Nimes 
(France), Spoleto, Bravo! Colorado, Angel Fire, Arkansas, and 
Skaneateles summer festivals and is currently a senior participant at 
Marlboro. His collaborators and mentors have included Rudolf Serkin, 
Pina Carmirelli, Menahem Pressler, Seymour Lipkin, Felix Galimir, 
Oscar Shumsky, Raphael Hillyer, and Mieczyslaw Horsowski. Among 
his honors are listed the Concours Evian, Prix du Disque, Hudson 
Valley String Competition, and the Naumberg Award. 
Mr. Genualdi has performed for the national broadcast services of the 
United States, France, Germany, Holland, Italy, and Britain. His 
recordings are en the Music Master, Pickwick, Cedille, Sony Classics, 
Angel-EM!, and Marlboro Recording Society labels. Previously, he was 
a founding member of The Muir Quartet and a member of The Los 
Angeles Piano Quartet. Mr. Genualdi is an alumnus of Yale School of 
Music, The Curtis Institute of Music, and North Carolina School of the 
Arts. He is currently professor of violin at the DePaul University 
School of Music, Artistic Co-Director of the Chicago Chamber 
Musicians, and first violinist of The Chicago String Quartet. 
Jasmine Lin began violin studies at age four. She has appeared as 
soloist with orchestras including the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, 
Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra, Quincy Symphony Orchestra, 
Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Symphony Orchestra of Brazil, and 
Symphony Orchestra of Uruguay, and in recital in Chicago, New York, 
Nova Scotia, Rio de Janeiro, and Montevideo. She was a prizewinner in 
the 1996 International Paganini Competition, and in 1998 took second 
prize in the International Naumburg Competition. The New York 
Times describes her as an "unusually individualistic player" with 
"electrifying assertiveness". 
An enthusiastic chamber musician, Ms. Lin has been a participant at 
the Marlboro Music Festival and the Steans Institute for Young Artists 
at Ravinia. As a member of the former Rose String Quartet, performed 
in Carnegie Hall and Weill Recital Hall. She recently toured Chinese 
cities Beijing, Dalian, and Shanghai in a series of chamber music 
concerts celebrating the new millennium. At her New York debut in 
Merkin Hall, Ms. Lin's program included her poetry set to music. She is 
a graduate of The Curtis Institute of Music and warmly remembers many 
teachers, mentors, and her musical grandfather, Josef Gingold. 
Until joining the Chicago String Quartet and The Chicago Chamber 
Musicians, Ms. Lin was second assistant concertmaster of the Cincinnati 
Symphony Orchestra. She is currently on the adjunct faculty of DePaul 
University. 
Rami Solomonow is a graduate of the Rubin Academy of Music in Tel-
Aviv, Israel where he studied with Oedoen Partos. He was a member 
of the Israel Chamber Orchestra until 1972 and received prizes in 
chamber music from the American-Israel Foundation. Mr. Solomonow 
moved to the United States in 1973 where he studied with Shmuel 
Ashkenasi and served as principal violist for the Lyric Opera of 
Chicago from 1974 to 1995. In 1995 Mr. Solomonow became the violist of 
the Chicago String Quartet, the resident quartet of The Chicago 
Chamber Musicians. 
Mr. Solomonow has been a faculty member at DePaul University since 
1981. He has performed as a soloist and chamber musician in munerous 
festivals in the United States and abroad in Israel, Japan, and South 
America. Mr. Solomonow has performed en live broadcasts en WFMT, 
WQXR, and NPR, and he has been a guest violist with many strin 
quartets. He has recorded with the Vermeer Quartet, the Chicag 
Chamber Musicians, and the Chicago String Quartet and was a 
performer at the 1993 International Viola Congress. 
Hailed as one of the most exciting and dynamic young musicians of his 
generation, cellist Christopher Costanza came to national prominence 
as a winner of the 1986 Young Concert Artists International Auditions in 
New York. In 1993 he received a coveted Solo Recitalists Grant from 
the National Endowment for the Arts. 
In great demand as a chamber musician, Mr. Costanza has been heard at 
the music festivals of Marlboro, Vail Valley, Vancouver, Sitka, 
Chamber Music Northwest, Seattle, Music from Angel Fire, and 
Skaneateles. He plays frequently at the widely acclaimed Bargemusic 
series in New York, and he has participated in several national tours 
with "Musicians from Marlboro", including a Carnegie Hal 
performance celebrating the Fortieth Anniversary of the Marlbo 
festival. 
Mr. Costanza's solo and chamber music career has taken him to over 
forty of the United States, Europe, Canada, and the Caribbean. 
Performances include concerto performances with the Rochester 
Philharmonic and the Virginia Symphony and solo recital 
appearances in New York City, Washington, D.C., St. Paul, Boston, 
Pittsburgh, Los Angeles, Detroit, and Norfolk. His chamber music 
collaborations have been with such artists as Felix Galimir, Claude 
Frank, Ida Kavafian, Edgar Meyer, Michael Tree, Menahem Pressler, 
and the Vermeer String Quartet. 
Mr. Costanza is the cellist of both the Chicago String Quartet and The 
Chicago Chamber Musicians. He holds the position of associate 
professor of cello at DePaul University. Mr. Costanza spends his 
summers with the Chicago String Quartet teaching and performing at 
the Taos School of Music in New Mexico. His studies were with 
Laurence Lesser, Bernard Greenhouse, and David Wells at the New 
England Conservatory of Music in Boston, where he received a Bachelor 
of Music degree with Highest Honors as well as the prestigious Artist 
Diploma. Mr. Costanza, a native of Utica, New York, currently resides 
in Evanston with his wife, violinist Debra Fong, and daughter Isabella. 
